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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 7208 
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TAGS: SHUM, RP 
SUBJECT: AQUINO CASE 

REF: MANILA 5857 (PARA 8) 

1 . DURING CALL ON FORMER SENATOR RODRIGO ON HERRERA CASE MAY 1 1 
(SEPTEL), EMBOFF ASKED ABOUT SENATOR AQUINO. RODRIGO, ONE OF 
AQUINO'S LAWYERS, HAD MET WITH HIM MAY 10. NEXT HEARING IS 

SET FOR MAY 23. AQUINO IS NOT YET CERTAIN WHETHER HE WILL 
PARTICIPATE. RODRIGO SAID CHARGE THAT RANKLES MOST IS MURDER 
CHARGE WHICH AQUINO CLAIMS IS TOTALLY TRUMPED UP. 

2. EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN ANY INFORMAL CONTACT 
BETWEEN AQUINO FAMILY OR FRIENDS AND REGIME WITH POSSIBLE 
VIEW TOWARDS SETTLING CASE. RODRIGO SAID THERE HAD BEEN NO 
SUCH CONTACT. RODRIGO ADDED AQUINO'S MILITARY LAWYER HAD 
SUGGESTED TO MILITARY COMMISSION POSSIBILITY OF DROPPING 
MURDER AND SUBVERSION CHARGES IN EXCHANGE FOR AQUINO'S 
PLEADING GUILTY TO ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIRE ARMS BUT MILITARY 
COMMISSION EXPRESSED NO INTEREST IN THIS KIND OF SETTLEMENT. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF S SPECULATION (BASED ON DISCUSSION 
WITH CARDINAL SIN) THAT MAJORITY OF MILITARY COMMISSION 
UNWILLING TO CONVICT AQUINO, RODRIGO SAID HE HAD HEARD THAT 
COMMISSION WOULD FIND AQUINO GUILTY AND SENTENCE HIM TO FIRING 
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SQUAD. "MAGNANIMOUS" PRESIDENT MARCOS WOULD COMMUTE SENTENCE. 
RODRIGO SAID THIS IS ONE REASON WHY AQUINO IS CONSIDERING 
PARTICIPATING ACTIVELY IN TRAIL. HE DOES NOT WANT PROVIDE 
MARCOS OPPORTUNITY FOR SUCH "MAGNANIMITY." 

4. COMMENT: AQUINO FAMILY HAS ALWAYS FEARED FORMER SENATOR 
WOULD BE SENTENCED TO DEATH AND THEN WOULD HAVE SENTENCE 
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COMMUTED BY PRESIDENT WHO WOULD REMAND HIM TO ORDINARY JAIL. 

SENATOR SALONGA WAS PROPOUNDING THIS THESIS OVER A YEAR AGO. 

WE CONTINUE TO DOUBT MARCOS WOULD ACTUALLY PERMIT AQUINO BE 
CONDEMNED TO DEATH. RODRIGO'S BELIEF THAT THERE NO CONTACT 
BETWEEN AQUINO SUPPORTERS AND PALACE IS DISCOURAGING IN 
VIEW PRESIDENT AND MRS. MARCOS’ COMMENTS DURING RECENT 
VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE. WE SHALL BE 
TALKING WITH MEMBERS OF AQUINO FAMILY IN NEXT FEW DAYS TO 
GET BETTER READING ON WHAT AQUINO MAY BE PLANNING AS FAR AS 
HIS DEFENSE IS CONCERNED, ALTHOUGH AQUINO HIMSELF SEEMS 
AMBIVALENT ABOUT HIS PRECISE COURSE OF ACTION. 
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